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Lingering K-12 Questions

· How do we (?) create virtual communities of K-12 professionals?

Tapped in.org

· How to make NSDL accessible in light of filtering systems that may be in place?

Small Group: Elementary School

· Often resources used in informal manner

· Teacher as broker: user might be individual learner or learner guided by a teacher

· When targeting teachers, it’s not just grade-level. Also—teachers’ knowledge, backgrounds, cultures. Must consider training, buy-in

· Filtering example from eSkeleton—humerous, cranium OK. Pubic bone not.

· Parents as teachers

Small Group: Middle School
· There is more than one answer to technical problems and constraints. It can be valuable to implement multiple solutions in parallel. For example, school filters. NSDL could create more access points (auxiliary CD-ROMS). At the same time—talk to policy makers about allowing resources through
· Time—technologies change, but time is not a new problem. As conventional materials are used less and less, teachers will spend time using digital materials more and more.

· Equipment is great, but teachers need training on that equipment, too. And that is an additional time consideration.
· Science and Math have different issues. Science may be moving to less formal materials, but math has NSF-funded curriculum, more formal resources.

Small Group: High School

3 big areas—
· Internet: limited space in the market. Commercial materials are trying to reach the most students for the money. Generalized. More sophisticated (and specialized) materials like NSDL collections are in competition. This makes NSDL sustainability problematic.

· Teachers: we should provide context for the materials/learning objects we are offering.

· Exceptional students (gifted and those with IEPs): NSDL should review resources with an eye toward learning styles, special needs and flag with metadata so teachers can find resources for differentiated instruction.
Small Group: Higher Ed-K-12 Connection

· Selection of content by standards is a key driver. Also, alignment with textbooks.

· Making NSDL ubiquitous for pre-service and in-service teachers. Resources that are clearly on target, designed for teachers’ objectives, appropriate look & feel, marketed well. Ex: Nobel Laureate on line with physics teachers on a Saturday morning—totally integrated into teachers’ lives in a convenient, useful way. Can reach rural teachers this way.

· Summer Professional Development led to realization about PD time constraints. Expectations for interaction. Culture of universities/colleges.

· NSDL has the power/ability to provide a multitude of learning models for people to explore.

· Districts make it increasingly difficult for teachers to go off on their own for content PD. Reaching Pre-service and graduate ed students is fine, but we need to get to the teacher trainers also, because that’s where teachers are getting district PD. Back to pre-service and grad—how do faculty prepare lessons? 
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