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The problem we are trying to solve is, “What can we do to enable us to generate a report that will describe the Metadata Repository (MR) in terms of subject, audience, and type?”  The purpose of such a report is to monitor the growth of the NSDL MR, to identify gaps, and to inform collection development decisions. The biggest hurdle is that there is great variability among the metadata, making it difficult to directly describe the holdings. 

During the session there were several strategies proposed to describe the contents of the MR.  They are:

· Use only the collection level records. 
· Analyze both the collection level record and the item level records.( Boots Cassel volunteered to follow-up) 
· Wait for IVIA to crawl the MR to generate item level metadata and then do an analysis. 
· Do full text analysis of the content of all of the resources. ( Liz Liddy and Ashok Popat volunteered to follow-up) 
· Develop an annotated testbed. (Liz Liddy, Boots Cassel, Hadley Bond, and Peter Shin volunteered to follow-up) 
· Analyze based on a sampling procedure. 
After the session, Greg Shreve agreed to continue posting the results of his targeted research project (described in his attached document). 

When I get the other two sets of slides, they  will be posted with the other materials at http://nsdl.comm.nsdl.org/meeting/schedules/schedule.php?proposal_id=2443&nsdl_annual_meeting=6ee9769c8ce78c3a8c065b3adb258d0d 

Thanks to all for their continued help in this effort.

