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Description of Internet Scout

The Internet Scout Project (Scout) began publishing the Scout Report and associated electronic periodicals in 1994 to describe the best new online resources for education and research.  In 1996 it became apparent that a searchable database of these resources was needed, and the Scout Archives came online in 1998.  By 2000 it was painfully obvious that the ad hoc infrastructure underlying the Archives was not scaling effectively, and that Scout was not the only organization facing this problem.  In late 2000, the Mellon Foundation funded the development of the Scout Portal Toolkit (SPT), a turnkey software package intended to help groups share their resource metadata online with a minimum amount of technical investment.

Scout was an early active participant in the NSDL initiative, and received funding from NSF in 2002 to build on SPT to develop a software package specifically intended to help integrate collections into NSDL, and the Collection Workflow Integration System (CWIS) was born.  Along the way, the Scout team learned a lot about how (and how not) to put resource metadata online, and how to best blend human and computer expertise when developing an online collection.

