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Sept. 20, 2005

Oct. 4, 2005

Reminder letter for Email:

Dear NSDL Principal Investigator,

Many thanks to the 21 people who have completed the Evaluation Practices Survey so far. While some patterns about needs and priorities are beginning to emerge, we would like to have a fuller representation from all of the NSDL projects. Please visit the URL below by Friday, October 7. Information from this survey will be used to plan an evaluation workshop at the NSDL Annual Meeting.
>>URL: http://NSDLEval.speedsurvey.com
Thank you for your cooperation.

~ Jim Dorward, Sarah Giersch

Questions: contact Sarah Giersch (sgiersch@bellsouth.net), Jim Dorward (jimd@cc.usu.edu
Sept. 20, 2005
Intro Letter for Email:

Dear NSDL Principal Investigator,

We are asking your cooperation in an effort to assess the evaluation capacity of the NSDL community.  Please take 3-5 minutes to complete this evaluation practices survey at the URL below.  The purpose of this survey is: 

1) To determine the current evaluation practices and planned activities used in NSDL projects

2) To determine the needs of the NSDL community regarding evaluation tools, services, and related activities

This survey is being conducted by the NSDL Education Impact and Evaluation standing committee (EIESC). A summary of survey results will be posted on the NSDL Communications Portal and will be used by the EIESC to develop evaluation related activities at the upcoming NSDL Annual Meeting. We are requesting only one response per funded project. 
**Please respond by September 30 to allow sufficient time to plan a relevant session.**

>>URL: 
Thank you for your cooperation.
~ Jim Dorward, Sarah Giersch

Questions: contact Sarah Giersch (sgiersch@bellsouth.net), Jim Dorward (jimd@cc.usu.edu)
~ Jim Dorward, Sarah Giersch
Intro to Survey

Evaluation Practices Survey 2005

This 1-page survey should take 3-5 minutes to complete. The results will be anonymized before being publicly posted. Please: only one response per funded project. Responses are due by Friday, Sept. 30, 2005.
Thank you for your cooperation,

Sarah Giersch, Jim Dorward

Select all responses that apply.
1. Project Track
A. My project(s) is being funded by the following NSDL track:

Core Integration______
Services______
Collections______ 
Targeted Research______

Pathways______  
Other (please specify) ______________________________
Don’t know _____​​​_
B. NSDL funding of my project(s) will end: 

2002 _____

2003 _____

2004 _____

2005 _____

2006 _____

2007 _____

2008 _____

2009 _____

2010 _____

Don’t know _____
2. Evaluation Goals

A. The evaluation goals for my project can be characterized primarily as:

_____ Process-Oriented (e.g., community building, educational outreach, collection building processes) 

_____ Usability and/or Accessibility (e.g., per ADA or W3C guidelines) 

_____ Usage tracking (via web metrics, profiles, etc.) 

_____ Collections assessment 

_____ Beliefs and attitudes about science 

_____ Educational Impact 

Specific aspects of educational impact that are being evaluated include: 

_____ Content learning by participants 

_____ Extent of participant engagement 

_____ Participant’s ability to think scientifically 

_____ Science career awareness 

_____ Beliefs about teaching science 

_____ Inquiry-based teaching practices 

_____ Diversity issues (e.g., culturally sensitive instruction, retention of under represented groups) 

_____ Technical Quality of Service 

Specific aspects of technical development or advances that are being evaluated include: 


_____ Interoperability with NSDL CI 

_____ Interoperability with other NSDL partners 

_____ Availability of service (uptime, stability) 

_____ Performance metrics (e.g., number of users served in a given time)

_____ Ability to scale collection development activities or service 

_____ Size of collection(s)

Other (please specify)___________________________________________________________________

_____Don’t know

B. The specific evaluation goals for my project are: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Methods and Skills.

A.
Check all that apply.  In my project we currently use, plan to use, or would like to know more about the following evaluative measures:


	Evaluative measures
	Currently use
	Plan to use
	Want to know more

	System and web log analysis
	
	
	

	Survey data
	
	
	

	Focus groups
	
	
	

	Interviews
	
	
	

	Observation of learners or participants
	
	
	

	Classroom observation
	
	
	

	Performance assessment
	
	
	

	Student/user journals or logs
	
	
	

	Student work samples
	
	
	

	Concept maps
	
	
	

	Cognitive walk-through
	
	
	

	Usability testing
	
	
	

	Video or audiotaping
	
	
	

	Heuristic evaluation
	
	
	

	Subject matter expert review
	
	
	

	Other (please specify)


	
	
	


B.
If you are using evaluative methods now, which statement best matches your system of implementation?

_____ Once the product/service is done, we get feedback from our users. 

_____ When we’re nearly done, we test our service or product to be sure it works before it is released for general use.

_____ Once we have our design, we incorporate various evaluation methods throughout our development process. 

_____ Before we begin designing, we take time to define what the need is and involve our participants from the start in the design process and throughout the process.

_____ We are not currently using any evaluative methods.  

4.   Future Plans

The EIESC is considering offering a workshop on evaluation techniques for NSDL projects sometime in the coming year.  Please indicate your level of interest in the following possible topics.

	Topic
	Very High
	Of Some Interest
	Little or No Interest

	General, basic information about evaluation
	
	
	

	Tools for designing evaluation plans (templates, checklists, examples, budgets)
	
	
	

	Specific information about designing and using different data collection methods
	
	
	

	Usability methodologies
	
	
	

	Data analysis resources
	
	
	

	Personal feedback on the evaluation plans for your project
	
	
	

	Methods for technology evaluation
	
	
	

	Information on what other projects have done in this area
	
	
	

	Collaborative evaluation opportunities
	
	
	

	Assessment of Learning Outcome
	
	
	

	Finding external evaluators
	
	
	

	Other (please specify)____________________________________________
	
	
	


5. Using the results of the survey, we would like to plan a tutorial workshop for the 2005 NSDL Annual Meeting. To help us gauge the level of interest for this session, please check the box of you or your project evaluator would attend. If our session proposal is accepted, we will ask you to pre-register by October 21 at the Annual Meeting website.

Thank you for your time. 
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