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Primary ObjectivesPrimary Objectives
for for 

Digital Collections or LibrariesDigital Collections or Libraries

• Provide reliable information in a useful
format for the targeted audience(s)

• Facilitate the location of information to
meet specific user needs.



alsos.wlu.edu



Alsos Digital Library for Nuclear Issues

• Funded by the National Science Foundation

• Part of the National Science Digital Library

• Hosted and Supported by Washington and 
Lee University



Science
Highlights Alsos
Digital Library for 
Nuclear Issues, 

July 2002



Chemical and 
Engineering News

Features Alsos
Digital Library for 
Nuclear Issues, 

July 2002



More Publicity

• Center for History of Physics Newsletter
• Journal of Chemical Education
• Computers and Libraries
• The Journal of Military History
• Sci-Tech Library Newsletter
• Alsos Selected by National Science Teachers 

Association for SciLinks database



Availability

• The library is widely available through search 
engines, including Google, altavista, Excite, 
Lycos, Ask Jeeves, Dogpile, Overture, and 
About.

• The Alsos Library appears as a link on over 
200 websites including Atomic Archives, 
American Institute of Physics, ChemCases, 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
World Nuclear Association: Energy for 
Sustainable Development, Council for a 
Livable World, and RadWaste.



• Contains over 1000 indexed annotations of    
books, videos,  websites, CD ROMs and articles 
on nuclear issues

• Provides information to students, teachers, 
and the general public

• Uses Open Archive Initiative to share 
metadata on each reference using the Dublin 
Core protocol



A National Advisory Board With 24 
Members Supports the Library



Undergraduate Students Build the Library in 
a Team Environment



The 2003 Alsos Team



The 2001 Alsos
Team



Browse  by Topic: Issues



Browse Results: Issues Arms Control



Recommended
Reference

Results for Arms ControlNarrow results



Narrow Results to Websites



Websites Containing Information
on Arms Control and Select a Reference



Website Annotation Contents



Referenced Website



Search Options
Keyword
Title
Creator

All
Article
Book
CD ROM
Chapter
Film
Website

10 Results
20 Results
50 Results



Advanced Search Option

All Words
Any Words
Exact Phrase

All 
General
Elementary
Advanced



Advanced search



Advanced Search Results



Adding References to Your 
Bibliography

Marking and adding references

Viewing your bibliography



View of Current Bibliography

Format for printing or output to a file



Formatted Output for Printing or File Storage



Creating a Link to a Search

Link to this page: http://alsos.wlu.edu/link.asp?People=Bohr,%20Niels



Linking to Alsos

http://alsos.wlu.edu/link.asp?People=Bohr,%20Niels



Just-in-Time Alsos Bibliography
for Niels Bohr



The NSF National Science Digital Library

Information from this reference



Direct Links to Alsos Reference through 
the NSDL Portal



Editorial Process
Selection of references (Dr. Settle and board)Selection of references (Dr. Settle and board)

Annotation (students under direction of Dr. Annotation (students under direction of Dr. BlackmerBlackmer))

Indexing (Dr. Settle)Indexing (Dr. Settle)

Initial editorial review (Dr. Initial editorial review (Dr. BlackmerBlackmer))

External review (appropriate board member)External review (appropriate board member)

Final edit (Dr. Final edit (Dr. BlackmerBlackmer))

Placement in public libraryPlacement in public library



Advantages of Using the Library

• Students have easier access to 
primary or authoritative sources.

• Student habits of Web use lead 
them into substantive content.

• Inquiry-based learning is 
facilitated.

• Controversial issues can be seen 
in different perspectives.



Plans for the Library

• Companion Nuclear Connections website 
for teachers

• Dissemination of digital library experience 
with multidisciplinary topics

• Maintenance and further development of 
the library

• Evaluation and testing in the four learning 
environments
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