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Julius Robert Oppenheimer was barn in New Yark City on 2pril 22, 1904. He entered
Harvard in 1922 inbanding to bacome a chemist, but soan switched ta physics. He

graduated summa oum lauds in 1925 and went to England to conduct mesearch at
Cambridge University's Carendish Laboratory, Max Bom invited him to Gothingan
University, where he met ather prominent physicists, such as Niels 8ohr and Paul Dirac,
and whers, in 1927, he racsived his doctarata,
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Upon his reburn to the United States in 1920, ha became a professor of physics at bath
the University of calfomia at serkeley and Califarnia Institute of Technology. In the
ansuing 13 years, hae'commuted’ betwean the twa universities. Many of his associatas
and students commutad with him. Oppanhsaimar's sarly ressarch was devotadin
particular ko snemy pmoasses of subatomic partides and quantum theorry.
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InJune 1942, Oppanhaimar was appaintad the technical Director of the Manhattan
Projact. Under his quidanca, the laborataries at Los alamos were constructed. Thare ha

brought the best minds in physics to work on the problem of areating an atomic bomb. (n
the end he was managing more than three thousand people, as well as tadkling
theoretical and mechanical problems that arose. He is often referred to as the "father” of
the atomic bomb.
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He Wwas appointed Chairman of the General Advisory Committee ta the Atomic Enengy

commission [2EC), serving from 1947 ta 1952, It was in this role that he voiced strong

oppaosition to the development of the hydragen bamb. In 1953, at the height of U.S. —

anticommunist feeling, oppenheimer was accused of having communist sympathies, and »

his security dearance was taken away. The sdentific community, with few ekceptions, was ’{’ .
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deeply shocked by the dedsion of the 4EC. In 1963, President Lyndon B. Johnson
attarmpted ta radrass these injusticas by honoring Oppenhaimar with the Atomic Energy
Commissian's prastigious Enncd Fami Award,
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Fram 1947 to 1965, he alsa sarved as the Dimactar of Princatan's Insttute for advancad
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Study, Thara he simulatad discussian and research in quantum and relativistic physics, —"
Oppenhaimar ratired from Princstan in 1966 and died of thraat cancar an February 18, :m:‘.ﬁwdcfdu N u C] ( ! a I fl 1 ( ! S - 0 l g :
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According to tha WS, Department of Energy {DOE], tha Four major slernents of tha

environrmental legacy of nuclear weapons production are
o waste,
o contaminated enviranmental media,
o surplus facilities, and
© materials in inventory.

THIS PROJECT SEEKS TO DEVELOP AN INTEGRATED. COMPOSITE GROUP OF COLLECTIONS T A

weapons production in the United States was a complex series of rmanufacturing operations
that generated large guantities of nuclear and chemical wastes. The term "waste" is defined
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Plicas the "long-term interest of humanity’ and it "made war too terrible to
lesaBans of imponant avents recur” (240]. A discussion of moral reservations about further nuclear
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