About Learn_NSDL magazine
The Learn_NSDL magazine initiative is an exploration into developing a coordinated editorial activity for the National Science Digital Library resulting in a prototype for a living science magazine for educators with dynamic links into multiple library resources. Learn_NSDL will serve as a repository for redistributing content to NSDL.org and other portals using Fedora as a Content Management System thereby boosting the NSDL brand.

Martin Blum, Editor-in Chief, The American Physical Society has said that "Electronic publishing is not a theoretical science, but an experimental art." In every endeavor the need to explain ideas and concepts to others in an organized, engaging, accurate, and cost effective way is critical. A bounded NSDL editorial activity will yield carefully crafted and regularly updated content that will be featured both in and out of NSDL.org that will. NSDL seeks to become a "spokeslibrary" for other digital libraries. Learn_NSDL magazine is a platform from which to communicate with multiple audiences about tools, services, research, collections and breakthroughs in digital libraries for education.
Content from  Learn_NSDL magazine will be available for use at NSDL.org and other portals--ENC, NSF etc.
Establishing a "personified" editorial tone in Learn_NSDL will be accomplished with two types of  feature articles:
1. Tools for teachers--heroic figures, case studies, and here's how you can do it too.
2. The curator side of digital libraries--Introducing someone who is curating great resources, stories and methods about ongoing work.
A two-way flow of information from Learn_NSDL  is envisioned. Learn_NSDL syndicated content will be available to other portals via rss and news from other portals will be highlighted at Learn_NSDL.
Learn_NSDL magazine Work Plan and Outline
-Top choice for magazine title is: Learn_NSDL."  Corresponding domain name is "learn.nsdl.org." 
-Kaye Howe is the publisher.
- The copy deadline is early October, for publication in early November and distribution at the annual meeting.
-Brad Edmonson does research, interviews, writing, plus assigning, collecting, and editing.
-Carol or her choice does design, layout, and distribution in HTML and PDF with move to Fedora implementation for content redistribution when available.
-Overall budget (beyond prototype) should include printing adequate number of paper copies (two color?) and mailing to key constituents, as determined by publisher.
-Brad will attend the annual meeting and participate in a panel on electronic publishing models.
-The deliverable is a magazine with 20 to 24 pages of editorial content (PDF) by November 15, 2004.
1. COVER:  Reproduce illustration from feature article, write two drafts of cover copy. One page.
2. TABLE OF CONTENTS/MASTHEAD/ WELCOME (from publisher):  assign for Sept. 15, edit, write two drafts of T of C/masthead. One page (2 hours)
3. NEWS SECTION:  Review last two years of Whiteboard & Focus on Education, choose items, update and expand by consulting back-up and making phone calls.  Produce equivalent of eight items at 300 words each, plus graphics.  Six to eight pages (2400 words)
4. INDEX or ANNOTATED CHART:  Develop idea, research, produce two drafts. One page
5. OPINION:  800 words on future prospects and current issues for NSDL.  Prospect #1 is Gerry Wheeler/ Exec. Director Natl Science Teachers Assn/ Arlington VA / (703) 243-7100 or gwheeler@nsta.org.  Contact him, agree on focus & deadline, receive draft Sept. 15, edit.  One or two pages.
6. PHOTO:  Review EPOD for good photo/ rewrite caption. One page.
7. ASK NSDL:  Contact Blythe Bennett/ Information Institute of Syracuse/ (315) 443-3640 or blythe@iis.syr.edu.  Drive to Syracuse to meet her, review files and choose questions.  Receive copy by Sept. 15, edit. One page.
8. FEATURE #1:  Tools for Teachers.  Get contacts list from Susan Jesuroga/ NDSL Funded Project Relations/ (303) 497-2942 or jesuroga@ucar.edu; call list w/ preliminary interviews, choose one to three for article, follow up with addl phone calls and visit to one teacher. Feature plus photo.  Four pages (2400 words, digital photos, screen captures)
9. FEATURE #2:  Collection Profile:  Eskeletons (wnt.utexas.edu/~eskeletons).  Interview eskeleton master mind, describe site, talk to users. Three pages (1200 words plus screen captures)
10. HUMOR:  800 words on something funny.  Prospect #1 is Meredith Small on science ethnography.  255-6775 or ms32@cornell.edu. Go see her, make assignment, collect copy by Sept. 15. One or two pages.  If Brad writes, 800 words.
11. RSS FEEDS:  Review Carol's list of possible RSS feeds and consult with her on which to use and where.  Not paginated in PDF format.
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