Communications in NSDL
The goal of NSDL Communications is to tell great stories that make the case for NSDL as a critical piece of national educational infrastructure in support of national priorities that include working with others to better educate and prepare a STEM workforce for the future. Internal and external stakeholders and audiences include education, government, media, and corporations.
Exciting, inspirational, and sometimes amusing stories about NSDL people and projects at the forefront of scientific discovery include stunning national news such as the re-discovery of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker (http://www.birds.cornell.edu/ivory/); to "MAA Focus: Elvis the Dog who Knows Calculus," Learn NSDL magazine (http://learn.nsdl.org/news.htm); to news about NSDL Pathways Projects making a difference in the educational lives of parents and families--"Teachers' Domain Wins Parents Choice Award," NSDL Whiteboard Report (http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue.php?issue=71). NSDL Communications provides audiences with a rich array of contextual information to understand the breadth of projects, activities and resources that comprise the National Science Digital Library.
Pushing out and pulling in multiple types of news and features information from among NSDL users and groups who are part of internal and external audiences is the ongoing challenge for NSDL Communications as we continue to develop collaborative communications services.
1. PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Publications and Web Content
-NSDL Whiteboard Report is published bi-weekly by Core Integration and contains research news, and notes from the National Science Digital Library of interest to the NSDL community of projects, collaborators, and funders. The newsletter is on line at http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue.php?issue=78 and is distributed to a growing list of subscribers by email. New content from NSDL Whiteboard Report Headlines, New in the Library and Resource of Interest Exhibits are posted on the NSDL.org homepage daily. Archives are available from 2000 to 2005 (http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue--Archive.php).
----Content gathering from the community (example: "Sustainability Vignettes" series: http://nsdl.org/community/project_profile.php contributed by the Sustainabiliy Standing Committee)
http://nsdl.org/ofinterest/?ctype=rss&rss=wbr
-NSDL Annual Report is published on line and in print each year in time for the Annual Meeting. This year's report entitled, "NSDL Annual Report 2005: Examining NSDL's Impact," echoes the theme of the 2005 Annual Meeting. A series of case studies organized into five areas where NSDL partners are focusing their efforts to have an impact on improving education are presented:
--Evaluation, the continuous process of measuring the impact of NSDL activities on learning;
--Classroom Resources, the nuts-and-bolts work of putting new tools into teachers' hands;
--Technology, the massive effort to build and grow a hidden grid that holds digital libraries together;
--Community Building, encouraging learning groups to use the NSDL to pursue their questions; and,
--Informal Learning, the extension of NSDL resources to libraries, museums, and publications.
http://nsdl.org/about/annual_report.php
-NSDL Priority Report is published on an as-needed basis, and provides updates on technical developments and improvements in library production systems for NSF NSDL-funded project principle investigators, and technical staff.
http://nsdl.org/community/wbr.php?pager=pr
-Learn NSDL magazine
The prototype of Learn NSDL magazine was produced in an effort to find out whether the NSDL community had reached the moment when its energies, activities, and ideas demanded a cohesive voice. Reader survey responses indicate agreement with that premise. Funding is sought to formally launch the magazine on line and in print.
(prototype: http://learn.nsdl.org)
-NSDL.org content and exhibits
-Content coordination, creation, and support to promote synergistic views of resources, news, and events like the December 2004 Tsunami disaster through NSDL.org online exhibits that include NSDL Whiteboard Report; Headlines; Resource of Interest; and New in the Library.
http://nsdl.org
Publicity
--Partner with organizations to publicize educational events like ESTEME Week and BOOM:
"NSDL "Ask An Expert" Reference Desk Service at BOOM and NASA's ESTEME Week" http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue.php?issue=68
-Partner with organizations to issue joint press releases on collaborative initiatives:
"NSDL Partners with YAHOO! Search in New Content Program Boosting Access to NSDL Resources"
http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue.php?issue=48
"New Pathways to the National Science Digital Library"
http://content.nsdl.org/wbr/Issue.php?issue=61
-Partner with organizations to highlight library resources
"Classroom Resources" exhibit developed for distribution through NSF.gov http://nsf.gov/news/classroom/
Corporate Collaboration
--Yahoo/NSDL Toolbar
NSDL's CAP agreement with Yahoo! in 2004 provided useful analyses of increased NSDL resource usage and an opportunity to work with Yahoo on additional co-marketing ideas. Sumir Meghani, Yahoo!, was a panelist on the "Deep Web Content" presentation at the 2004 NSDL Annual Meeting and has participated in ongoing discussions about how we might work together to make our combined resources more useful for the education community with a co-branded Yahoo!/NSDL toolbar. Plans are to make the toolbar available through NSDL.org to boost access to combined resources.
Discussions with additional corporate collaborators are ongoing.
Communications Research and Development
--"On Ramp NSDL" Content and Communications System
"ON RAMP," a National Science Digital Library Content and Communications System, is being developed by NSDL Core Integration in collaboration with, NSDL Pathways Projects and the Fedora Development team to manage and distribute contextual content internal and external to NSDL utilizing FEDORA technology.
--Documentation on development is available at http://nccs.comm.nsdl.org/overview.htm.
--Use case scenarios from the NSDL community are here: http://nccs.comm.nsdl.org/apdx_suggestions.htm
--The partially working wire-frame model is available at http://fedora.nsdlib.org:8380/NCCS/viewer.jsp?key=packages
NSDL manages content from multiple users and groups in a variety of formats for use in publications as well as in various other instances. "Publication" can refer to published web content,  print publications, email distributions, or event materials, among many others. ON RAMP, an NSDL Content and Communications  System (NCCS), is an open source
solution that addresses issues of large scale, complex, and distributed
content management.
Testing in underway with users who will use "On Ramp," and who are familiar with the system's major challenges:
-Workflow for the creation of both simple and complex content
-Content Management System
---Packaging of complex, multi-component content into a single entity.
---Storage and archiving of content.
---Re-use of existing content.
-Content distribution to multiple publications and, or online instantiations--"targets."
---A target is a simple named abstraction that identifies the intended use of received content.
---A target is associated with a set of instructions and configuration properties that allow for dynamic delivery of content to the target, including requirements set for distribution frequency and content availability limits.
------Dynamic formatting conversions of content prior to delivery to targets. User testing is being conducted this fall on development concepts around dis
2. PATHWAYS' OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTICIPATION
-NSDL Whiteboard Report
--Add subscribers to NSDL Whiteboard Report at http://nsdl.org
--Add your your organization's email lists
--Contribute news and features to NSDL Whiteboard Report
-- Project leaders and participants from the NSDL Community are encouraged to submit research news and notes of interest of 100 words or less with web links to additional information to Whiteboard Report. You may also submit Whiteboard Report news items online at http://nsdl.org/community/?pager=add.
-NSDL Annual Report
Contribute to the NSDL Annual Report by joining the mailing list at:
<mailto:nsdloutreach-annual_rep-request@comm.nsdl.org?subject=subscribe>

to participate in teleconferences and discussion and planning.
-"On Ramp NSDL"
Subscribe to the On Ramp development mailing list to keep current on system development and to participate in usability testing:
<mailto:nccs-design-request@comm.nsdl.org?subject=subscribe>
-Call (607 255-2702) or email Carol Minton Morris to talk about ideas for improving NSDL Communications including:
--Upcoming events, activities and milestones that you would like to publicize
--New content ideas
--Ongoing initiatives that might provide opportunities for co-marketing
--Ongoing initiatives that may provide opportunities for corporate collaboration
